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W i thout looking it up in Footprints of Assurance, can you identify the name of the insurance 

company that issued the above fire mark? I bet some of you said the Home Insurance Company, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Bulau did also; it’s his #283. Not being able to verify the dates of 1857 – 1883 gave 
me reason to question Bulau’s information. There are simply too many books and references 
available for the company not to be found. 
 
It wasn’t until I found a reference to the company in the “Annual Report of the Secretary of State, To 
the Governor of the State of Ohio for the Year 1861” that I knew my hunch was right. Page 9 had the 
following entry,  
 
“Home Insurance Company of Cincinnati. Decree of Court changing name to “The Franklin 
Insurance company of Cincinnati.” Filed July 9, 1861.” 
 
While there was a Home Insurance Company of Cincinnati whose dates were 1857 - 1861, did this 
company issue the mark? 
 
Look at the mark closely. Notice that the city, “Cincinnati,” is above the company’s name, “Home.” 
Every other mark has the city under the company’s name. Check it out! Was the city on top to 
differentiate the Home of Cincinnati from the other companies named Home, especially the Home of 
New York? Not likely, when I discovered the following. 
 
There was an insurance company named the Cincinnati Home Insurance Company. The next page 
contains a copy of their ad in the 1865 Williams’ Cincinnati Directory.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

The Cincinnati Home’s certificate of association was filed September 20, 1864 and the last reference 
is from the 1868 Williams’ Cincinnati Directory that lists “Arch. Mirrieless, Assignee” of the company.   
 
Based on the above, Bulau’s mark #283 should correctly be attributed to the: 
 
Cincinnati Home Insurance Company 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 1864 - 1868. 
 
Bob Shea 
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

IN MEMORIUM 
 

I t is with sadness that I inform you of the death of Dave Winges on July, 14, 2010. A long time 

insurance man, Dave was also a supporter of the Louisville Fire & Rescue Department. With his love 
of history Dave was on the Executive Committee of the Louisville Fire History and Learning Center 
Museum, which we visited on the 2007 Louisville Convention, and was a long time member of the 
FMCA and also a past director. Known as the “Master of the Mint Julep,” Dave made sure the 2007 
Conventioneers left with a taste of his favorite bourbon.  
 
We offer our condolences to his wife, Mary, and family. A donation in Dave’s memory was sent to the 
Filson Historical Society. 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
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THIS AND THAT 

 

JJuuss tt   aa   rreemmiinnddeerr to keep the dates of October 21 – 24, 2010 open for the FMCA Convention at the 

Radisson Airport Hotel, Charleston, South Carolina. Gabe advises that the Board of Directors will 
meet on Thursday, October 21, 2010 at 1:00pm. 

 

<<<>>> 
 

Twenty New York State fire insurance companies failed as a result of the 1871 Chicago Fire. 
 

<<<>>> 
 

Bill Evenden has suggested that the membership to read Alvin Bulau’s notes on the marks of the 
Dutch East Indies in Footprints of Assurance, page 231. It’s a fascinating story on the good and not 
so good uses of fire marks. It’s an example of the charm of collecting fire marks.  
 

<<<>>> 
 

 

 
<<<>>> 

 
Page four is a copy of the Centennial Menu served at the dining room of the Home Insurance 
Company, New York City, to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Home in 1953.  

 

How about a piece of fresh lemon pie with coconut whipped cream  and a cup of coffee for 11¢? 
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
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