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Bulau 82, DUTCHESS COUNTY

-

AvLwid E. BuLau's Foulprints of Assurenice attibutse fire mark number sighty-two to the Dutchess
Courty Firz, Manne snd Life Ingurance Company, Poughkaspaie, Mew York, 1814-19068. This s {he same
infermation ‘cur:-:i in American Firg Marks by the Ingurance Company of Noth America. page 128 The
first two references to the company | found were from 2 Ineurance Biug Book 18751877, C. & Hine.
Fage 77 lists &8 Dutchess County Insurance Company "chared for Foughkeeasie in 1814 that wag cons-
biring fire 3ng manng ousinagss with Ife inswvrance. [Mote the name of the company.] The other reference
on page 37 sEfEs that the "Dutchess County Firg and Life seem[s] 1o have revived thair lite orivi-
lges ” [Again the nams s different] At thes soint, the starbng date of 1814 matches Bulau but nat the
narme. Tha following recap is faund in Toe Rowisod Slofitas of e Stafe of Neve York, Possed During tha
Yesr One Thawsand Eighf Rundred snd Twenly Seven and Cne Thooszed Sight Hundrod and Tweniy
tightt. .. Yoluree i, I¥intec 1323, page 553

“Toincorporate the Gutchess County insurance Company,” passed Aprii 75 1814, 377 Sass. chap.
218, Laws of 1814, p, 2747

AL this point, T kave a prirnary refersnce to a Dutshess County Insurance Company with & starting dats
of 1814, fo cessation date o ity of incorgoration. Further research only seemad o muddy the water. For
-E!h:EI""IpiF' B "Dhichess County Mutugl Insurance Compsry’ was chansred on April 21, 1838, alan in
Foughkeapsie. Tiis company was rearganized on March 21, 1200 as & capilal siock exmpary undar the
name "Dutchass Insyranca Company.” The Dutghass Inauranc-e Company failed in 1205 dug fo the San
Frangizgo eadhguake and fira [Mote tha! 1808 agrees with Bulain's data.] The officers and drectors of the
formpany pecams rustzss for punoeses of liguication. There wers a great deal of assats still avallgbla a2nd
the liquidaticn dragged an for years until 1313, whan a newly formed insurer agreed Lo rednsuns the
Cutchess Insurance Company. The rew company was named the "Duichess Fire Insurance Company.” i
vou guessed that the officers of Both cempanies wers the same, you guessed correctly. A later izl
showed that there was never any reinsurarce anc ihat the president ang directors mizappropriated the
gsssete of the *Dutchess Insuranoe Company.” AlL this may b= found in the Docoments of the Sanafe of
the State of New Yors, Volurme VIS Mumber 18, Part 4. pages 816-20.

| found the firss full referencs fa the insurer in The Deschnfion of tha Oy of Newr York,,,,, To which (s
Frafvad, & Briaf._ .. by James Flardie, 1227, page 326:

"Dutchess Counly Insorancs Comoany — 43 William-straet, Incorporated i 1814 chaner renawed
and axfended in 1822, 1o continue 20 vears, for Fire, [nland navigafion, Life and General insurance,
and recsive money on deposits, payahble on demand, with 3 per cemt interest. Capital 200,000
Shares 245 dollars each. Election 1% Monday in January. Dividends first Maaday in July snd Janu-

a

ary.

In FitE-Giraene Halack: An EqHy Krivkarfooker VIR skl Poal by Nelson Fraderick Adkins, 1930,




page 158, the audhor footnotes a letter saving "Advertizements of the Dubchass County In-
surance Company, signed by "F. 3. Halleck” were comman in mewspapers of 18287 In "The
Life And Times of Fitz-Greens Halleck” by James Grant Wilson, 1869, the awthor quotes a
Mr. Jacoh Barkee, Vice President of the Ditchess County Insurance Compary. *... as near
a5 | recoflect, i 1822 [Mr. Hallack], . accepted the office of secretary of the Dutchess nsur-
ance Company, which was managed and contrelled by e, he azsisting me at the same
time in my other buziness until about 1828, when the busmess of the company was
closed.” [Mote that Mr. Barker did not include the word “Cagnty” when refering 1o his comn-

pany. ]

| now axk the reader 1o luen 1o page 48 in Foofornis of Assurange and examine firg mark
number 82, Mote that the lstters "D" and "C" are on the middle left and nght edges of the
mark and that the letiecs "F," "W and "L° are an the bottom therd, [ is my contention that the
letters °F." "M and "L" refer to the lnes of businessz writlen and are not in the charenad
name of e company, which is "Duichess County Insurancs Company,” This name agreaes
with the 1814 data. | hava not found any primany sources that say whers he 1814 Duichess
County Instrance Company wag located.  Howewvar, a coutt casa involving the company
and negofiable bonds issued by the ity of Poughkeepsis leads me o conclude the com-
pany was charfsrad in Poughkeepsie, Mew York and moved 1o New Yark City, &lsc, until
beier informaficn ig found, the cessalion date of the Dutchess County would be circa 1828,

EBasad on the above you rmay want to zmend the information far Bulau's number B2 on
nage 47 to;

“Dutchass County Insurance Company. Poughkespsis, Mew Yoro 1814 - ca 1828"

Bob Shea

TLHLES ANIY THAT

ACCORRING 10 A Modem History of New Lovdon Counly, Cosnscticul, Berjamin Tink-
ham Marshall, Editer-in-Chiet, 1922, Lewis Historical Fuslizhing Company, NYS, p. 462, the
first forsign fire fngurance company 1 enter the US was the Phosnix Assuranoce Company

in 1304,
LERPH

F.ncLoseD is an alphabeiical list of Connecticut insurers that issued fire marks, ard an
Addendurn update for the Virginia Fire and Marine insurance Company.
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MORE or BULAU #140, WINDHAM COUNTY MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

Wile PREPARING My st of Connecticut insurers that iszued fire marks, | was bathersd
by the fact that in my Addendurn update of May 2008, | had moved the Windham County
Mutual Fire Insurance Company from Betlows Falls, Wermont, to Brockiyn, Connecticut. 1
reviewsd Bulav's notes on the mark. "Becayze [he ore mark was] found in Grafton, Yer-
mont, which iz near the home city [Bellows Falls] of this company Windham Mutual Fire
fnzurance Company], it assumed that this mank represants this concern but the fact remaing
unvertied.”

| decided to check the distancs behween Brooklyn, Conn. and Grafton, Vi, the distance
ie 101 miles, Theorizing that thene must have bean oher motyal companias clogar o Grak-
ton than Brooklyn, Conn. | found 8 Connecticut River Mutus! Fire Insuranes Company, Bel-
laws Falls, Vermont, which is oily five miles from Grafion, The Conneclicut River Mutual
was 3 large mutual that operated trom 1859 to 1882, Surely, this was the correct company.

After changing the [ooation of the Wirdham Mulual Fre Insurance Company from Bel-
lpwrs: Falie, Wermant o Siooklyn, Conn., | now wanted to changa the name of the company.
Waz Bulau raally this far off? Since | requirg more than one sowce to changs Bulau, 1 de-
taled to chack the county where Grafton was located. 1§ was Windham Caunty. There ara
two Windham Counbes; Vemont and Conrnecticut. Mavbe thers was also a2 Windham
Coounty Mutuad Firg Insurance Ceompany in Vermont. | checked my notes and did not find
such a comgany. This was too much of 8 coincidence. Clesrly it was time ta start all over

| went back to Googlefddvance SesrchiBook Search and searched “windham county”
and “insuranca”. Bingo! | got two good hits,

o Joumal by Yermord Genaral Agseimibly, Sanale, Publishac 1834;

‘& 20 U4 adt to incorparate tha Windham County Muotual Fire Insurance Company”

= The Gibllography of Varmond or A List of Books and Pamphlets Relating in Any War
To the State. Witk Biographics! and Ciher Mofes. M. O Gilman, 1887

- Heport of the Windham County Mutual Fire Insutance Campany. November 1,
1835. Broadehest”
"Dizcontinued busingss”

There were two companies with fhe same name, cperating at the same time and within
10G miles of each ather. At this point | was able to validsts Bulaw's information about the |
company. YWhiis it is possibis that the mark was isaved by the Connecticut Bver Mutual Fire
Insurance Company, U inforrmation to the contrary develops, | agres with Buau’s attribu-
ton to the Windham County Moteal Fire Insuranes Company, Bellows Falks, Verment
Please discard yaur Addendum page far this fite mark

Bob Shes




MORE on the GERMAN INSURANCE COMPANY, ERIE, BULAL US-GD-1

FroM THE Exscudive Documents of tive Siate of Minnesols, for the Year 1575 Volume |,
Fonnh Annual Repod of the Insurance Cominissionor of the Stafe of Minnesofa, Pard 1,
p. &

The Garman of Efe was dissclved by decree of courn in Saptember, 1574, and placed
in the hands of a receiver. |ts death was quiet and peacsful. There was o struggle, nao
unhecessany resisfance to the decree of Fate, but gently and quietly it expired. In death,
as in life, i showed no piuck, no embiton, ne sign of a desire to commence anew and try
to camect past errors, bui with thai patience which borders an sarenity, it quietly “gave up
the ghost.” And thus ended fhe Gemman of Ens. in looking over itz e, the wondar is that
it bived 2o long. ks management was utterly stupd-in short, there could not Have been
much management to il | lacked just the element which is most needsd in the insurancs
business, to-wit, 8 knowiedge of insurance. Possassed of this, and & reasonable degree
of good buginess qualificabons, t might te-day be a thriving company, The insurance
commissioner of Pennsylvania says this about i

It was incorparated in 1887, e capital paeid in moMgages and local stocks; it
spread itzelf all over the country and did a2 large business. An efforf, apparently
suceessful, was made to repair its capital, bt the dowraard course could not be
amested. The foundations were rattan, like those of all companias with capial pain
in morgages and stocks just as good as maney.”

"Luckily, the company had nol acguired a business fooung i Minasata, and but litta, if
anykning, is lost by s failure to any citizen of this State”

Bob Shea

——— Y

2008 Convention: October 30 - November 2

IF vou have not mads your room reservation at the Palm Beach Airpert Hiltan Hotel or
senf in your registration farm 1o Bill Evenden, please do 50 as soon as possible. Time iz
funning out! For help or guestions, call Bill at 561-585-0160 or Enaill at
evendend@eannlink. net
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UNITED STATES 1238

Virginia Fire and Marine Insurance Compary
Richmond. WA, 1852 - 1958, merged w & into the

Galobe Indarnily Comeany

Matarial: Tinned sheet iron
Size: S x4 12"

Cescnption. Fectangular. Egised barder and "Virginis
Fire ! and Marine. | Rickmand, 1832"

Diata: Qriginally charted in 1822 a5 ihe "Virginia
Marine insurance Company.” the nams was
was changed to "Wirginiz Fire and Marne
Irsuranca Company™ m 1852

Credit: By
Jung 20958



FIRE MARKS of the CONNECTICUT INSURERS

*Underived Bufgy # = See gddifions! marks in the Addenda

) Company City Org. Gesasdion ____Reasan Bulau &
Acka insursncs Compeny Harifard i#18 19387  changed namete CiGHA a5*
Froparly & Casualty Co.
Chamar sk Firs and Manins Insursncs Go, Hexrifiard 1685 1871 failed Chicapgo fire; 1872 274
suce=aded iy ihe "Ahas"
Chartz Dak Fiee [nsurarce Co,, The Fartic- 1435 F promnoboral marks; simidar to 4497
toms of Msw Heven
Ziky Flre lnzurance Sampany MewHswven RGO C1ESS refired q87
Lity Fire lnsurance Ca. of Hanfard Hartiord TE54 1872 failed Chicago flie; sueneedad by 280
dhe "CRent®
Cronnucticul Fire InSurnce Comgsany, Tha Harttand 18350 e s t:hﬂngq.rj in FPhoemiy G q1az
Grzenwoods Muteal Fire Insurance Co. Winchestes 1337 afber 1855 A8
il o Sounly Mubaal Fine Ins. o, The Hartiand 183 Ta5T Clinnged name o Mukoal ies. G, 120
G L Fged
Hartford Fiee Insurances Commipasy rarsfond 15100 = (]
Herne Inewrarss Cornsny Mew Havsn  18EY 1871 failed a0
Lifchfield Mitusr Fude lsirsres Company § Hhifield 1854 H 15%
figrefarde’ Insuranss Campany HarHond 1R5F 7Y [l Cibictes lire pociuanize ART
a5 the "Mabtiensl Fea Ing Oa"
Mickdlesey Wulual Assurancs: Ca., Thz Miclletomn 1835 F e
Mubezé As=erance Co. of the Ciy of Monwich iznanizh 1785 1960 ca |
Natianal Fire Insorance Go. of Hatinmg Hatfond 131 F 453
M England Fira and Marine lneursncs Co. Hartford 1858 1368 “waound up' 2u)
sarih Arerian Firg s Comparey Flarfurd 1BET FAT1  fafkd Chigago fin: ME
Fairons Mutual Firs Ins. Co of Connacticut Glasionbuny 1827 F 867 dropeed "Fire™; =il in 486
busiress
Froents Inswsnce Company, Tha Hartord 1834 TS menged o & e The Teavelrrs 2E5
Ceoarpecaradicen
Futnan: Fins msurance Compemy Hertiord 864 f8#1  failed Chicago fire 207
Talland Goonby #Wiobs Fine meorance Co Talland 1621 TR reliner TA,

£ Ehea, Algust 2006



