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INSURANCE in ILLINOIS BEFORE the
CHICAGO FIRE

17 MusT HAVE BEEN with a sense of foraboding
that the following report was made just 68 days
before the Great Chicago Fire of October B-5,
1871

"Repoit

State of |linois,

Auditor’s Offica = Insuranca Deparirment
Springheld, August 1, 1871,

James M. Palmer, Governor of [linois:

In accordance with the request contaimed In
your communication of Aug. 1, 1871, | harewith
submit 1o you a repord of all matters pertaining
to the Insurance Dapartmeant of my office.

In preserting this report to vou — it baing tha
third annual report of this office, of the affairs
and business of Insurance Companies of all
clasges, doing business in llinois — | will confine
myself o the of abstracts of the annual stake-
ment of the Companies, as filed in my office, for
the year ending December 31, 1870, ambodying
therain &l the factz and figures of vital impor-
tance fo a comect understanding of the condi-
tions of each Company. and ako the compila-
tion of such tables as will enable the public to
compare the figures presented by the compa-
nies soliciting business, and thareby datarmine
which are entited to public favor and patronage.

The year 1870 was ona of ill-omen to many In-
surance Companies. Hs fire-king made many
teeavy-facad and grievous-lo-be-borne numerals
upon the debit side of insurance ladgers, t0 be
blotted out only in the very hfe-blood of the
Companies. For years before, continued losses
drained the coffers of many Companies, almost

to depletion; hopeful underwriiers beleved and
hoped that during 1870 the tide might tum, and
that instead of doing business at a loss, a rea-
sonable profit might be realized. Early in the
year prospects =eamed bright, and the imas
auspicious; but soon the volume of business,
which had assumed gigantic proportions,
ceasad to increase,... the reports of losses
came from far and near, and unaxpeciad disas-
ter was mminent o many. Some Companies
were unable to successfully continua, and, (ke
vessels unable to combat the stonm, sank to rige
no more, Whilst the disasters to Companies
were almost continuous, | am glad to record the
fact that no lose has bean entailad during the
year, by falures of Ilineis Companies, upon the
public as policy holders.. Many Companias,
weak and waverng, have been forced, by the
zad exparencas of the past foew years, to yvield
and retire from business, and thareby a bitfer
fealing has been created, so far as rates and
compettion are concemed, which | hope may
improve the financial status of Companies con-
tinuing in its pursuit of business. .

Respectfully submitted,
. E. Lippincodt,
Auditor LA

[Source: “Reports Made To The General Aszsembly
of Nincis At s Twenty-Seventh Session, Con-
vened January 4. 1871, Voluma I, page 8.]

Bob Shea

ROCKFORD




FIRE MARKS of the ILLINOIS ISURERS

THANKS TO "(Google Book Search” published IHi-
Nz legishative documernis are available online.
Mumanoiss Insurance Deapartment reports are found
in the diferent session Reports Made To The Gan-
e Assembly of Binois. . Also available are the
Privade Laws OF The Slale of lMinois Passed... at
the sessions of the General Assembly. Research-
ing the Repovis and Laws has led to a clearer pic-
fure of the inporporation dates and changes of the
Winoig insurers during the 1800s. The list of lllinois
insuwerns that issued fae marks 5 enclosed as a
supplerment. There are numerous coredtions and
updates 0 both Foodprinfs of Assurance and the
Addends. In addiion to including the reason for
cesaation, the changes may be found in the names
of companias, even if it's only 1o add an apostro-
phe, and n onganization andfor cessation datas.

A number of changes are qguile unexpected and
took many hows of research. For example, the
American Insuranca issued bwo different
marks, when it operated in two different cities. The
American staned out in Froeeport, linois, in 18508
and issued US-AC-1. in 1868 the siate granied a
change in i3 charter allowing it move fo Chicago.
While in Chicago the Amencan issued a new mark,
B295.

Tha o Addends marks, Ceniral of Dacatur, US-
CE-1, and Ceniral of Springfield, US-CF-1, are
from the “lifinois Ceniral Insurance Company™ and
the “lincis Central Mulual Insuwrance Company,”
respectively. According to the staiutes the
*Central” insurans in Decatur and Springfiedd had
the word “Ilinoiz” preceding the name. Since there
was only one "Caentral’ in fown, presumably, they
did not need the word "llinois’ on the mark.

it was only by resaarching the llinois Raporis and
Laws that these facts came to ight Thank you
Google.

Bob Shea

IN MEMORIUW

IT 15 with a heavy heart that | inform you of the
degth, on April 14, 2008, of Bob Kreuzbemger. Bob
loved his city by the bay and with his wife, Lois,
hostad two conventions in San Francisco, His col-
lection of Japanesa firefighting uniforms and mem-
bership in the Saint Francis Hook & Ladder Society
were manifestations of his love for the fire sendce
and San Francisco. We will miss you, Bob. Rest in
peace.

Al 50, Margaret "Peg” MacConnell, widow of the
late Geomge “"Mac” MacConnel, died on March 25,
2008. Peg was a special lady whose smile was in-
fectious and as long time FMCA members, Peg
and Mac had frends both in England and the U.S.
How fike her was the notice n har obituany, “In Reu
of flowars, please do a good dead in Peg’s name.”

Rest in peace. Peg.
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INSURANCE COMPANY NAMES and DATES of
OPERATION

THE INSURANCE COMPANY names attributad to fire
marks in Foolprints of Assurance do not always
comespond to the name of the company shown on
tha mark. For examphe, the company name for Bu-
lau's #2286 i3 the "Girard Fire and Marine Insurance
Company.” The mark shows “Girard Ins. Co. Phila-
delphia.” and does not show “Fire and Marne®
which was in = legal name. It wasnt unid 1951
that the words “Fire and Marine” were daleled
when the company's legal name was changed to
the “Girard Insurance Company of Philadalphia ®




Research shows that the word “Fire® i im-
partant from a legal standpoint. If "Fire” were
in the company's ncarporated name, than
“Fire” would be in the name on any legal
documents, which would inchude tha insur-
ance policy they issue, The word “Fire”
would not ba required in company advertis-
ing 2= in that venue it only represents the
line of business tha company was charted to
write, Around the 18680s many fire msurance
companies started to expand their business
from writing fire to include marine msurance,
both iMand and ocean marine, If this re-
quired a change in the chanar, the company
would sometimes delete "Fire® from its lagal
name. At the same time a number of ingur-
ers, for reasons unknown, espacially in New
York, also eliminated “Fire” from their names
by amending their charters. Presumably, the
lerm “Fire" was old fashioned or did nct
really reflect the lines of businass the com-
pany wrote.

Knowing tha legal company name is impor-
tant because it may enable us to date the fire
mark. For example, on page 37, Bulau
shows the starting date for the Providence
Washington Insurance Company as 1799,
Also, Bulau B84-X-1 in the Addendum shows
“Organized 1755" on the mark. However, tha
“‘Providence Washington Insurance Com-
pany” is the result of the 1815 merger of the
"Providence Insurance Company” and the
“Washington Insurence Company”, which
were incorporated in Rhode Island in 1789
and 1800, respectively. Due to the laws of
merger, the legal organization dals of the
Providence Washington Ingurance Company
reverts to the oldest date of the prior compa-
nies, which i 1788 In this cazse the legal
name enables us to at keast date the mark
1815 or [ater,

Another example is Bulau's company name
for marks #242-246; “Phenix Insurance Com-
pany,” Brooklyn, New York, 1853 - 1910, The
MNew York Statutas list the company as incaor-
porated in 1853 as the “Phenix Fire Insur-
ance Company” with a later amendment to
the chartar in 1866 deleting “Fire® from its
name. Since none of the companys marks
show "Fire”, the starting date should be

1868 Initially most insurers ondy wrote fire
insurance so the need Io include *Fire® on
the mark was superfluous. Besides, the ad-
ditional word wauld make the die to produce
the fire mark more expensive. Based only on
the name on the mark, it isn't really possible
to determine whether tha Phanix marks were
msued bofore or after 1856 The more accu-
rate descripiion of the company name and
datas should be:

Phenix Fire Insurance Company, Brook-
lyn, New York.

1853 — 1866 deletad “Fire” from its name;
1910 merged with the Fidelty Fire [nsur-
ance Company, NYC, with the new nama
“Fidelity-Phenix Fire Insurance Company.”

It is my intention, where appropniate, to pro-
vide similar information in future newslatters
and Addendum updates.

Bob Shea, Editor
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THES AND THAT

PETER FABER has acquired an outstanding
coppar mark of the Home Insurance Com-
pany of New Haven. The photo in the Adden-
dum page does not do it justice. | think Peter
would be happy to send you an amail copy.

P e

ALS0 ENCLOSED i a new unrecorded mark
of the Pennsybania Fire Insurance Com-
pany.
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Convention
October 30, 31 and Novi1 & 2
West Palm Beach, Florida
Bill ana Lore Bienden




FIRE MARKS of the ILLINDIS INSURERS

Company ity Orp). Ceasathon Raason Bulau #
Ampriczn Ingurance Company Chicago 1887 1BE3  meinsured by Home, BYC 285"
American Insurance Company Freepon 1850 1887  movesd bo Chicago AL
Blooamingbon Fire Insprance Company Bloomirgton 1887 1871 prkor bo Chicago Fire. cogsed 408
business & reifndirad (0 Merchanie”
o Chicago
Canral Insurance Conpany Decarur - — Soa “lincis Central Insirmnce TE
Cormpany”
Cantral Insurance Comgany Springhetd _ = Bes Tilinoiz Ceniral Mutesd CF
Insurence Comparnmy”™
Codumbian Insurance Comnparny Freapor 1851  1BG6E ca cC
Farmers' and Marchante' insurance Co. Cusincy 1861 1BES  mmolvent and rooonver appairted 224
Farmers’ tnsurance Company Freapon 1857  1B7B  ceased business iy
Farmers. Mutual Insuranoe Comgeoy By B 1875 1979 momed into Siea Muluel 448
Protective inpaseaca Co., Owion, |L
Fire and Tomedo Inswance Company Freeport 18683 18567  changed name o "Conbnenal 33y
Ineurencs Company™
Foreet City Ineurance Co. of Rockfond Fiosckhfiond ‘1874 1914 rminsored by Mationsl Fire, Hortford 445
Gemsen Fre Insurenoe Co. of Pearia, 1L Feoas 186 1818 choewped o name o "llinols Fire GA
brsurance Company™
Garman nsyrance snd Savings instibuton Cincy BBz 1BB3  reinsured by Manchaster, England GG
German Insurance Company Freepar 1867 1908  Dueto San Fancksoo eadhguake 34
reinzured by Foyal, | ivenpon, Eng.
& necaiver Bppoiried
lllinois Condral Insurmnce Coemparme Dacatur 1861 16BT  froneed to Chicego, changed narme CE
“lliresia Cemral Insurance
Comgzany of Chicago”
IHinois Cendral Muual insurance Co. Spinifield 1861 1865  name changed lo "Springfekd CF
Insumance Comgsemy”
Hinole Maiual Fire Insurance Compsmy Alton 1824 1871 failed 143
Marchands' Insurancs Company Chacago 16881 1871  feiled Chicago fira 2%
Will Wuhied Chicagn — — reward sign. nod o e ek MC
Pecria Marime and Fire Insurance Co, Peona 1865 1868 faded FB
Republic Insurance Company Ghicago 1865 1671 failed Chicago fire B0
Hock River Mutual Fire Insuramce To Rockford 1852 1889 1881 dropped *Multual Fire™ 1863 218
Toikad
Rackiord Insasssmce: Co. Rockfon 1887 1888 reinswed by American Ingurance s
Company, Newark
Roumd | ake Veluniear Fire Deparomant Found Lake — —_ n an insaesEce fire mank A5
Sangamo Insurance Company Springhield 1857 1871 prior o Chicege Fie, ceased S0
buisde=as & reinaured by
Menchants' of Chicago
Stephw=nao Insurance Company Freepat 1861 1867 50
Traeders' insarance Coryjuniy Chicago 1BES 1806 1872 eomanized, due kb 1806 ar2
San Fancisce sarthouake
FECENET WEE BppHined
Weslemn Union Insurance Company Stering 1857 Pi1B8O WA
Winnesheik Insurance Company Freepon 1864 1871 fiked prid

*Undedined Bulay # = Seo addittonal marks in the Addanda

R. Shea, May 2008
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The Pennsylvania Firg Insurance Company
Phitadelphia, Penna., 1825 - 1959 dropped "Fire™, 1870
merged with the Commercial Union Ins. Co. of America

baterial; Tinned sheet iron
Size: ™ &3 516"

Description: Rectangular. No raized surface. Gold border
and "Pennsylvania { Philadelphia™ on black

hackground.
Data; Most likely issued for use in the Midwest.
Credit: Bob Shea

May 2008
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UNITED STATES 300-X-1

Home Insurance Company
Mew Haven, Connecticut, 1859 - 1871, Failed.

Material; Stamped copper
Size: B 7" X6 127

Description: Rectangular with scalloped corners. Raised
cuter border. The center oval, same as Bulau
300, is surrounded by a raised rope border,
There 1z superbed details on the facial
features and clothing of the fireman, steam
engine, smoke, window mullions, door pangls,
and stones on the house, cobble stones and

curbing.
Data: See The Signevienist, 2008-1, page 2.
Credit: Peter Fabar

May 2008



