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2007 LOUISVILLE CONVENTION

JusT AFTER CHECKING IN at the Galt House Hotel on Thursday the attendees were greeted by the smil-
ing faces of the welcoming group, who passed out a goodie bag with an updated agenda for the weekend.
First up was a cocktail recaption that evening sponsored by the former FMCA Presidents at which every-
one had a chance to catch up with old friends and make arrangements for dinner. After dinner the Hospi-
tality room was open with mare chance to swap fire mark stories. Before leaving, everyone was reminded
by Dave and Mary Winges to be on time for the next day's bus tour.

Friday moming we boarded the bus, were greeted by our tour guide, Geanna Gardner, and wera off to
Churchill Downs, Home of the Kentucky Derby. The racetrack had the world's largest quinine musaum
and a film, "The Greates! Race,” on a huge 380-degree screen that was overwhelming. You were right
there on the day of the Derby. We even got to ses the horses exeraise on the track. You certainly could
see that they take their horse racing very serously in Kentucky.

Our naxt visit was to the Louisville Fire Department Learning Center and Museum, where Chief Mark
Abner greeted us, While having our box lunch we watched an excellent video an the histary of the Louis-
ville Fire Department. Later, while touring the museum, we spotted a Fire Depariment Insurance Cam-
pany, Bulau 136, in a case. Naturally we had the case opened and there was a great deal of interest in
the mark because there was one of these rare marks for sale in Saturday's auction. After the tour we
again boarded the bus bound for the Louisville Slugger Museum and Factory. You had to pass a replica of
the famous bat that was 120 feet tall and 88,000 pounds to enter the museum building. First we saw a
film, “The Heal of the Game,” and later visited the factory. On the way oul we all received a miniature Lou-
isville Slugger. It was a wonderful day for the group. You could see that the pecple of Louisville love their
city.

Saturday started with the business meeting. Since our President, Gabe Laubacher, was seriously injured
in an automobile accident, Linda Anderberg, Vice President, ran the meeting. Following the meeting, our
guest speaker, Cletus Blandford, took us on a tour of old Louisville firehouses, while at the same time giv-
ing us a different slant on the history of the Louisville Fire Department. Those in attendance thoroughly
enjoyed the tour. Following the tour, we were all fairly busy with lunch, determining bids for the live auc-
tion on items we might take home and checking on bids in the silent auction,

Tom Hewitt, who did an admirabie job filling in at the last minute for Gabe, did the live auction of 108
marks and insuranceffire memorabilia. The lotal auction sales were 527,684, The highest auction sale
price was $4,600 for the Fire Department Insurance Company of Cincinnati mark. The second highest
was 53,600 for a mark of the City Insurance Company of Cincinnati. The prices realized for each of these
marks topped the highest selling mark in the 2008 Williamsburg Auction. See Ed Schlesinger's report of
maore auction highlights in this issue.

The tone of the Saturday Banquet was set by the entertainment of The Derbytown Quartet, whose Ceitic
and Early Amerncan music playaed on guitars, fiute, penny whistle and hammed dulcimer provided just the
right background for quiet conversation and eating enjoyment The food and service of the Galtt House
was exceptional. Linda Anderberg thanked our hosts, Dave and Mary Winges, and presented them with a




host's plague to commemorate their work. This year, again, the Max Klein Trumpet went o Linda Ander-
parg, while Tom Hardy was presented the Marton T. Werner Award for outstanding service to the FMCA.
Linda closed the convention with the hope that we all will be able to gather next year in West Paim
Beach. Florida

Bab Shea

FOUR in ONE

BeinG an AviD READER. & history buff, an ex-insurance adjuster and a member of the Fire Mark Circle,
| recently found a book that captured all of my interests. The book was [saac’s Stormm, a Man, a Time
and the Deadliest Humicane in History by Enc Larson, published by Vantage Books, A Division of Ran-
lom House Books; Inc, New York, 1998. Mr. Larson vividly details the days prior to the actual impact of
hie monstrous wind and waves which caused so much loss of life and physical damage. This is a history

f ine 1800 hurricans that destroved Galveston, Texas and took 6,000 lives. The four main characters
are |saac Monroe Cline, the hercfvillain, hiz younger brother, Joseph, Willis Moare, the arch-villaineus
Drector of the US Weather Bureau, and the hurncane itself. Moore was a political hack assigned by the
Fresigent lo recrganize a recently formed govermment bureau whose track record to-date was unimpres-
sivé The bursau was to the point of possible abandonment. To reduce the margin of error by individual
sunsiations, Moore directed that all predictions were to be issued from Washington after review by him.
This was despite the fact he had no weather experience but enly managerial Further, he was engaged
n a running feud with the Cuban Weather Bureau. Cuba had just become an independeni nation.
Their location i the Canbbean and more experi=nced staff made them better qualified to predict hurri-
canas and their most likely path  Moore was no weatherman, but he was a dictator, Of all the bureau
personnel, Cline was probably (he mos! knowledgeable

Izaac Monroe Cline, as a youth, had an inguisitve mind aboul science, especially meteoroiogy, a litlle
known science at the time. Upon graduation from coliege he joined the US Weather Bureau whosea siaff
instruction included Army semaphore and cavalry tactics (both useless) but little weather instruction. He
was assigned to several mid-westem weather stations where his only duties were to record conditions at
sunrise and sunsel. He took advantage of thus free time to attend medical school. Doclor Chine's practice
was secoodary to his position al the Bureau where he made astute observations and keep meticulous
records He was a self-taught expert for the time. though unrecognized as such. This earned him a pro-
mation 1c station chief at Galveston, 3 key post in the sparsely located weather offices

L Cline married, had children and opened a small medical practice. He built a large, more than sub-
stanbial home on pilings, only a few blocks from the Guif. Galveston s an island whose highest point was
only six (8) fest above high tide. Brother Joseph joined lzsaac as an assistant weather person and a
boarder at the Cline home. Life was idealistic until the fall of 1900

That fall a minor storm anginated off the west coast of Afnca. Simultaneously, there was a low-pressure
area hovering over north Texas and Oklahoma, which created high temperatures, humidity and a severe
draught over the lower-middle southem states. It continued to build over several weeks and was Known
to Cline and Washington.

As the Galveston storm traveled westward across the Atiantic, it picked up speed and size. In research-
Ing the storm. Lawson was able to obtained ship's logs from those in the area on the dates on the map
that delineate the storm's track. On October 5%, the Cuban Bureau identified the storm as a hurni-
cane. lis' probable path into the Caribbean was predicted by the Cuban Bureau and reported to the US
Bureau Office in Cuba. Washington had given strict instructions to ignore all communications from this
forefgn bureau. After al, the US Bureau's own records showed that all prior hurnicanes, once they were
off Cuba had turmed abruptly north and foliowed Florida's east coast This one would no doubt do the
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same. Washinglon's official forecast was warm and sunny for the west coast of Florida, Alabama, Louisi-
ana, and Texas for the 72 hours preceding its landfall. Cline's own pradictions were the same. What all of
them failed to recognize was the effect of the stationary low-pressure trough over north Texas and Okla-
homa. This acted as a huge vacuum that sucked the hurricane around the tip of Florida inta the Gulf at an
ever-widening arch and speed. Impact occurred on the evening of October 8, 1900, and then all HELL

broke loose.

If you want to learn what happened to the many persons who were specifically mentioned in this horror
tale, you will have to purchase the book or borrow one from your local library. For the purpese of this arti-
cle you have been given all you need to know conceming the tie-ins to the FMCA and myself. 1. Ag an
avid reader, | found this book to be a thriller from beginning to end; 2. From the viewpoint as a history buff
certainly this disaster is one of the best documentaries of its kind and relates to FMCA as Tom Hopkins
took us to Galveston during our 1998 Convention; 3. As an ex-insurance adjuster | am always fascinated
by great storm stories and this is one of the greatest, 4. As insurance people two maps are of particular
interest, (a) ... the map showing the progress of the hurricane from Africa through Galveston, the USA into
Canada, still doing damage, unfil finally it expired over the North Atlantic: (b) .. the Sanbom-Perris map
used by the author Lawson to delineate the flood areas. [Unfortunateiy we are not able to reproduce the
maps.] For those who do not recognize the Sanborn Map reiationship to the insurance ndustry | recom-
mend you contact our archivist, Dave Winges, for the article about them. There was one other bonus for
me. A local storekeeper had kept a personal Dunn and Bradstreet record of local citizens prior to the
storm. It survived, and it is a pari of the Galveston Flood Museum. The Lawson often referred to this docu-
ment, which is now known as the Giles Direcfory.

| hope you enjoyed this as much as | enjoyed reading the book and writing far the Signevienst
Jim Giles

PURPOSE OF FIRE MARKS?

THERE HAS aLWAYS been a question regarding the frue purpose of the insurance company issued fire
mark. |deas range from a sign to responding firefighters indicating a property was insured so they would
exert their best effort to extinguish the blaze in hopes of a nice reward, 1o the mark being a detemrent to the
would be arsonist (after all if they knew a house had insurance, they certainly would not leave the offended
owner totally helpless an hopeless).

In the early insurance literature | have reviewed, it seems the predominant function of the fire mark was
that of advertising for the company that insured the risk. The literature (some of which has been shared by
the editor in previous issues) indicates the importance of the agent promptly and properly affixing a
“house plate,” that is, fire mark, to the structure immediately upon taking the business. This information
would seem to lend credence to the proposition that the primary purpose of a fire mark was o advertise
the company to others in the area.

While there has always existed a close and usually cordial relationship between the fire departments and
fire insurance companies, there is a major question regarding if insurers ever paid a “per fire bounty” for a
department's efforts. In my limited research, | have discovered where insurance companies purchased fire
wagons, engines and varnous accessones for local departments. | have also seen where in limited cases a
special paymen! was made to a depariment |(presumably for helping the company avoid 8 major loss).
What has not been discovered is any indication in any agent’s manual or insurance company records re-
viewed that a “per fire bonus or bounty” would be given to a local department. If any reader has docu-
mentation of this activity, your editor and this author would welcome a copy of the “evidence.”

Logan Smith




THE TEXAS INSURANCE AGENT

MosT oF us have heard of the shrewd Yankee trader, bul have you heard of the Texas insurance
agent? Tom Hewitt referred me to a website for the town of New Braunfels, Texas, which has a small fire
museum open to the public. While reviewing the site | came across the following:

“In 1877 the Turner Fire Company was established in New Braunfels. A wooded hand pump fire engine
purchased from the Galveston Fire Company was put info use since there was no water system built as of
yet. Water wells and bucked brigades were utilized to service as the water source The Turnar Fire Comr-
pany was a private fire company that sold insurance policies to homeowners. The hameowners paid for
the fire protection services. A marker was placed on the front of the home. If the Turner Fire Company
responded to a home where no marker was seen, the Fire Company simply retumed to its station leaving
the homeowner to find help ameong his neighbaors in putting out the fire

It would be neat to find a “marker” used by the Turner Fire Company. Who knows, maybe it said “Asetna.”

Now we know why they say, "Don’t mess with Texas " If you're ever in the area be sure to visit this de-
lightful town. Their site 15 www nbtexas org

Bob Shea

GUARDIAN FIRE Bulau 410
The following from the July 1871 issue of the Western insurance, p. 620, is under the heading
“[From our Special correspondent]
ZEPHYRS FROM PHILADELPHIA®

“The Guardian Fire & Marine Insurance Company of this cily, . a wiid-cat [insurer] of the broadest
stripe. .. is now on ils lasl legs; its office fumiture was sold a few days ago on an execution for rerd
and was brought by the landlord, who now in consideration of a month's rent in advance has rented
it to them, and so they are shll issuing their worthless policies (o those who are green anough fo
bite. The thousand and one creditors who are continuaily calling with the forforn hope of getting ther
little bills settled, nearly always find the door closed, conseguently it is presumed that tha concern is
either in “secret session” or is doing a "curb-stone” business.”

Bob Shea

THIS AND THAT
IF vou haven't already pald your 2008 dues, please send your $30 to Howard Girdlestons.

<<<E>>

Your EoiToR was suttably chastised [One of Tom Tye's favorite phrases | in Loulsville for not including a
copy of Ted Lussem's photo of the Des Moines Fire agent in the last newsietter it's enclosed for your en-
joyment. Mea rnaxima ciipa.

Ll
From Logan SmiTH: | am preparing a complete census of varants of State Farm auto tags. If you have

any sarly State Farm auto tags in your collection, piease send me a phato or detailed description. Thank
you.
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A REVIEW OF THE LOUISVILLE AUCTIONS

THERE WAS PLENTY of activity in both auctions at our 2007 Convention in Louisville.
75% of the lofs in the Live Auction and 58% of the lots in the Silent Auction were sold,
The Live Auction

The Live Auction contained 101 lots [four lots having been determined to be reproductions, threa lots
having been withdrawn and one lot entered twice] consisting of the following types of material:

Fire marks:

United States: 33;

British Isles [United Kingdom and Ireland]: 31;
Other countries: 10;

Signs: 10; and

Other tems [ledger markers, grenades, etc.]: 17.

76 of these lots were sold.

As may be expected, iots containing U.S. fire marks realized the ten highast prices, with these ten
lot= being dominated by two marks from Cincinnati companies and five marks from Philadelphia compa-
nies. Similar to the 2005 and 2006 Live Auctions, fire marks from Cincinnati companies realized the high-

est prices. Of these ten fire marks, five were composed of cast iron, two of tin and one each of lead, brass
and zinc.

The tollowing Is a list of the top ten Live Auction lols, ranked in the order of the price realized by each

lot:

Lot Bulau Price
No. No. Description Realized
79 136 Fire Department Ins. Co., Cincinnati, cast iron 54,800
| HBO 157 City Ins. Co., Cincinnati, cast iron 3 600

1 16 The Philadelphia Contributionship, lead and wood 1,600

B 2594 Washington Mut. Fire Ins. Ass'n, Louisville, KY | fin 1,025
62 38 Mutual Assurance Co. [Green Tree|, Phila., cast iron 825
25 91 Fire Association of Philadelphia. brass 750
54 320 United Firemen's Ins. Co., Philadeiphia, cast iron 725
107  US-PB-1 Peora Marme & Fire Ins. Co., Pearia, IL, tin 675
5 312 United Firemen's Ins, Co., Philadeiphia, cast iron 600
106 381 State Mutual Fire & Marine Ins. Co, Hannibal, MO, zinc 535

The Silent Auction
There were 251 lots in the Silent Auction 141 lots were sald.

Lot No. 168, a heavy metal pin from the Pennsylvania Hose Company inscribed "21°. realizad
$150.00. Lot No. 38, a brass letter opaner inscnbed “Fire Association of Philadelphia 1817 on ane side and

“Golden Anniversary Trezevani & Cochran, General Agents Dallas 1876-1926" on the other, realized
5100.00.
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Of the ten Sident Auction lots realizing the highest prices, the remaining eight lots were:

Price
Lot No. Descri n Realized
223 Bulau, Foolprints of Assurance (1853) 555
141 Reproduction fire mark, “Squatty” Green Tree, BU 40 52
231 Wight, The British Fire Mark 1680-1878 (1882) 30
46 Metal statue of an eagle, Eagle Star & British Dominions
Insurance Co. 25
146 Reproduction fire mark, Firemen's Ins. Co.,
Baltimore, BU 117 25
174 Auto tag, State Famrm Mut. Auto Ins. Co., California
County Farm Bureaus 25
230 Insignia‘grave marker, Brownville, NY Fire Dept, 25
40 Brass paperweight, The Hartford County Mutual Fire Ins. Co. 22

FMCA thanks all consignors and bidders who participated in both auctions for making them as suc-
cessful as thay were,

Thanks to everyone who donated items to both auctions. 100% of the proceeds realized from these
donated auction items went to FMCA,

Thanks to the Auction Lot Verification Commitiee [Bob Shea, Chair, and members Bill Evenden, Pater
Faber and Tom Hardy] for its yeoman work in examining and authenticating all of the fire marks in the Live

Auction

Finally. thanks to Linda Anderberg, our Auction Chair, to Tom Hewitt, our suctioneer [filling in for
Gabe Laubacher] and to everyone — Tom Hardy, Jan Hardy, Ted Lussem, Logan Smith and Linda
Borgstrom — who assisted them in staging both auctions.

— Ed Schiesinger

Our Glad and Sad Committee Chairman, Glenn Hartley, reports that Kenneth “Ken® Kiernan passed
away on September 28, 2007. Ken was a long time FMCA member and served several years as our Auc-
tion Chairman. Memarial gifts may be sent to:

Alpha-1 Foundation
2637 SW 27th Avenue
Ste 302

Miami, FL 33133
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